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Andre Parra 
 
My name is Andre Parra, I’m doing a graphic design course & I enjoy in very much because it allows me to do 
different things. So, I like to be a graphic designer but I’d like to be an illustrator also so it is interesting for that. 
 
I was an actor in Brazil and I’ve worked a lot, since age six. I moved on to Sao Paulo & graduated in dramatic arts 
and then decided to learn English because my dream was to go to Hollywood one day. I ended up in Ireland and 
stopped acting and began to draw & paint and then graphic design came up.  
 
I’ve loved arts since I was a child, I love drawing, I love being in the industry, I love movies. That’s my passion, I love 
everything to do with the arts. 
 
I think since I started here in the college it has helped me a lot, I can see the way I was at the start & the way I am 
now and I think my work speaks for itself. 
 
After I graduate I want to continue what I’m doing but maybe extend it a little more, maybe bring in animation at some 
point, it’s different & new for me. I’m doing graphic design & illustration at the moment but I think animation is my next 
step, definitely. 
 
I do believe that since I started, my skills have developed very much. 
 
The most valuable tool I have collected while at the college..?? I think it was the self confidence I got into my work, I 
think that was the most important tool that I got while here.  
 
If I could give some advice to anyone planning to study here it would be to be as involved & as committed as you can 
be because it will pay off, it’s paying off for me.  
 
3 words to describe the college: Committed - Supportive - Welcoming 
I think the college is very committed & supportive towards the students, they will let you do whatever it is you want to 
do, and it welcomes any kind of student. 
 
Exciting - Fun - Mindset 
Oh, 3 words to describe my course? It’s an exciting course, it’s fun & it’s a very mindset aware kind of course in that it 
allows you to be who you want to be. 
 
Anthony Thompson 
I am doing a BIM (Building Information Modeling), REVIT with Project management course with lasts for one 
academic year.  
Before I started this course I was unemployed and spent a lot of time doing research on a number of issues such as 
health & safety. Learning is one of my passions, and biking, I have a lot of passions really but one of them is learning 
new things and finding the truth in the things around us. My course has helped me look at things from a different 
perspective & perhaps learn a lot more. 
Once I finish the course here I plan to get some experience with IFS, a Facilities Solutions company, which I am due 
to start soon. I’m confident that will go well & will get a position with them going forward. The directors of the company 
came from an architectural technician background like myself, we have that in common & they were impressed with 
the work I have shown them, so I’m on the right path. 
 
I think the course here has been good in that it has enabled me to make some good connections. What advice would 
I give to anyone taking it? Practice, Practice, Practice, and learn as much as possible with regards to building 
information modeling and REVIT, and any other package that comes with it. Get as much information as they can, get 
the experience with AutoDesk. 
 
3 words to describe the college. Accommodating - Friendly - Fun 
3 words to describe your course. Intensive, to say the least - Informative - Good. Very worth it, I’ve learned a lot. 



Sarah Jane Kelly. (Audio) 
 
What advice would you give to someone in their final year of animation, for instance, did you find it hard finding 
employment after you graduated. 
 
That's a really good question, I would say that the final year is just so busy, so from the start of the year just be 
organised with your film, don't let that take over. For a lot of people, that's all they can do, which is understandable 
you're busy and you want to get your best marks. 
If you get your film out of the way, well not out of the way but just be organised, when you come to April or May you’ll 
start hitting the ground running. I know when I did my film in the college here I did it over the Easter holidays, so From 
May I was just going to extra courses run by the industry, mixing events, networking events. Just putting my face out 
there, emailing people. I met people in studios just for coffee & they were like “we’ve no jobs” and I was saying like, “if 
you have time, I’d love to chat to you about how to get into the industry”. That’s how I kinda got my way in the 
industry. I just emailed someone I met and she passed my mail on to someone else so its just stuff like that. Just 
getting yourself out there a little bit. 
 
On your LinkedIn profile it mentions you were an assistance for four months, an assistant for eight months and then a 
manager. That seems like a fairly fast progression. 
Year it wouldn’t be the norm, it’s all I’ve known but normally you would have a production manager in place from the 
start. Our production didn’t so I came in as an assistant to the producer. She had been a production manager for 
years so she kinda took me under her wing and trained me up, really fast tracked but my previous experience of 
working in a bank and sports science, which would have been a lot of performance psychology and organising data 
that really stood to me, and organising the financing as well. I was quite inexperienced in the animation world but 
really experienced in industry so I think that helped me, but no, it wouldn’t be the norm. You would usually do a role 
for a whole production and then look to progress in the next production. I was lucky that when opportunities fell in my 
lap I just grabbed them when they did come. 
 
You mentioned that you studied sport science in Limerick which seems quite a difference from animation. Do you 
think it helped in any way? 
 
Yeah in a roundabout kinda way it really did, they were my two hobbies, sport & art. I pursued sport as a career and 
kept art as a hobby, where I should have done it the other way around perhaps. It did kinda help though you wouldn’t 
think it would. In production you have data collection & attention to detail which in science is obviously really 
important. The biggest thing for me, I majored in performance psychology and managing a team of successful sports 
people is very similar to managing a team of artists so that really helps me I think. 
 
What would the primary day to day role of a production manager be in a studio environment. 
Day to day you’re overseeing all the different areas of production, while everyone is concentrating on their one area, 
you have to have your eye on the bigger picture making sure that work is carried on between departments so that 
every stage is being met. So it’s organisation, making sure deadlines are being hit, motivating people as well, 
sometimes people don’t feel like being creative. That’s where you have to try keep the train moving basically. 
 
How did the idea for Kiva come about. 
That was the brainchild of Andrew Kavanagh, the owner and founder of cavaler. A lot of their shows would be their 
own intellectual property. He read an article a few years ago about a female Indian designer who was speaking about 
growing up in India when the opportunities weren’t there. That idea stuck with him and he obviously wanted to base it 
in Ireland and it’s really relevant. Kiva, has mixed parents, her dad is Irish but her Granny moved over from India. 
Actually her voice actor, her dad is from Pakistan and her mum is from Carlow, and her mother was saying how great 
it was to be able to show this to the kids, showing that there are people with loads of different backgrounds & that. 
 
So he would have devised the show and developed the idea for about five years, a lot of shows would take about five 
years to get into production, getting funding for it is the big difficulty so they went around the world trying to sell it to 
distributors and broadcasting companies. 
 
So with the scheduling being so tight, what happens if production goes over a bit on time.? 



Yeah that happens regularly, and I know it was my first production but everyone says it. It’s a tough area to 
determine, you can set out that an animator will do 40 seconds a week, and that might be over estimated, you know, 
the animator may be out sick or what ever. The only thing we can’t move is the deadline for delivery which is that last 
stage. So if something falls behind you’re squashing it basically and that leads to overtime costs etc but the deadline 
has to be met. That's kinda my main role as well, to make sure that that doesn’t happen, make sure that every stage 
doesn’t fall behind because it will fall on the animators as they are the final wheel in the cog. They need the most time 
and you have to try buy them as much time as you can. Maybe get people to finish quicker, ahead of schedule, rather 
than fall behind. 
 
What kind of advice would you give for animators putting together a resume. 
Well, it’s not that formal an industry so it’s just a quick “Hi”, a brief introduction of yourself, what area you’re keen to 
get into, point out you can be a team player. Just show your enthusiasm I think, and watching the details. Showing 
you’ve prepared at every stage is important too. A good cover letter is useful too. 
What tools have you collected in Colaiste Dhulaigh. 
So many tools, this is probably one of the best run courses because it teaches you a broad level of the animation 
industry so it gives you a little bit about every stage of the process. Speaking to other people who have gone to other 
colleges I feel maybe they’re specialising earlier and you're in danger of perhaps pigeonholing yourself. Some might 
do, maybe just a lot of background design in first year, but here you have to do a little bit of everything.  
 
Doing group projects here is essential because that really mirrors the real world. You do a lot of projects on your own 
in some colleges but you never work alone once you get into the industry so I think the group projects are of huge 
benefit. 
 
Emer Ann Hyde 
 
My name is Emer Ann Hyde and I’m studying photography in Colaiste Dhulaigh. 
AT the moment I’m finding it really good, getting experience wise. I had been working in studios alright but I didn’t 
have the background knowledge, understanding the reasons behind why we do what we do, the science behind it. So 
this year is really filling in the gaps for me.  
 
One of my favorite classes here is with Helen, one of the college’s designers, is the design class, learning about 
complementary colours. Things that your eye notices subconsciously, that maybe you don’t notice, it’s really 
fascinating. 
 
My passions.? Well I do a lot of work, perhaps some I’m not that passionate about, to earn a living. Portraits, families, 
babies, crying babies….. Weddings to. I have to say I really love doing weddings, I’m a bit of a surrealist though so 
left to my own devices I would be pushing the boundaries of colour and style. 
 
Does this course allow you to experiment like that.? 
Well we don’t really use that kind of photography for the course but you learn about it which is good because you’re 
not just learning one style or one way of working. I find the course is really beneficial if you want to become 
successful or actually get into the field afterwards, it’s giving you the practical stuff to be able to go out and do it on 
your own. It’s not just about the art of photography, though you do learn about that, it’s focused on the end results, 
getting you work. That’s what it’s geared towards, even the end of year exhibition which everyone should really go 
see, (Shamless plug), is preparing you to work with other people as part of the exhibit, getting people to know about 
it, getting posters ready for it, stuff you will really need to know whether you want to go into the art side of things or 
open your own studio. You have to learn how to advertise yourself, sell yourself and be confidant enough to do 
whatever you want to do. But you have to be willing to work for it, you have to be hungry enough to chase the job, 
you have to want it. You have to put yourself out there. The course here gives you confidence to do that kind of thing. 
 
What’s your dream job. 
Wow, I’d actually love to be traveling around, I’d love to work for the Documentary Channel or something similar, 
traveling around taking images of the natural world as it is. I would love to get into photojournalism, I find the concept 
really interesting, you’re not only trying to sell the photograph and hoping that everyone gets it. You have an article, 
you’re writing down and actually seeing and telling everyone what’s going on here. The photograph catches the 
attention, but the article is what makes the think afterwards. 



 
What tools. 
Organisational skills, workflow. In my interview for the course I was asked what I wanted to get from it and my answer 
was focus, I need to be able to focus and refine my own selections process. You could shoot all day but you need to 
know how to narrow it all down and get your workflow right, otherwise you could be left with millions of images. 
 
I have been refining my own process now, so it’s really good. With Helen’s class I now have my business cards, 
letterheads, business plan, a lot of stuff there and it’s all helping me to go forward and launch myself as a business. 
I’ve even started to make my own website with the skills she has given me. It’s brilliant. 
 
Fun - Energetic - Relaxed. There’s a nice vibe in here I have to say, the canteen is the belly of the whole place. 
Everyone loves that canteen, even the lecturers all mingle with the students there, you don’t dread coming in, and 
everyone's really helpful. It’s all good. 
 
Luke Ryan 
 
My name is Luke Ryan & I’m studying Photography in Colaiste Dhulaigh. 
Before this photography course I did the film course also in Colaiste Dhulaigh, I find them both very good. I wanted to 
do the degree year on the film course but because demand is so high I decided to stay within the college doing 
photography as it’s fairly closely related. I’m really interested in cinematography and the two courses are very good in 
some regards to help with that.  
 
I love doing photography but my passion is filmmaking, that’s what I want to do. My application is already in for the 
film degree. I have 2 short films already completed while on the film course and made a music video over the 
summer. I’m currently working on a half hour tv film, we’re just writing it now but that will start coming together soon. 
 
The college here is very practical based which is really good if you want to do film or photography, you can research 
all you like through books but you’re really better off going out & doing it. Still, you do get exposed to the history 
behind the craft and you have to analyse different genres & you get a good sense of how they have evolved. 
 
My dream job would be to direct or become a cinematographer. 
 
Tools. 
The most important skill I have learned here has to be persistent, don’t stop. Keep making films & something will 
happen. You can’t just sit back & wait for it to happen. I’ve also learned to focus, you have to focus on your project & 
persist with it until you have it to a solid standard, yes you have to have multiple solutions & ideas but you have to 
learn to focus in on your idea. 
 
Practical, both the course & college. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Zoe Melia. 
 
My name is Zoe Melia. 
I’m doing the level 6 Photography course. My step dad introduced me to photography years ago & I’ve loved it ever 
since. 
 
I love to shoot landscapes but I’m starting to shoot a lot more portraits lately. Environmental portraits taking into 
account the landscape around people, buildings, flowers that kind of thing. 
 
I really like documentary photography, you get to get out & about, you’re not just studying history and that, you’re 
actually getting out, or you’re getting studio time.  I also love when we’re working on group projects when everyone is 
connected to each other. You get to understand what everyone else is doing. 
I would like if there was more class time but you can book studio time to get your own work done. I love playing with 
different lighting & backgrounds, it’s great experience. Plus, it’s bigger than my studio at home so you’re able to try 
out & learn different techniques. 
 
My dream job would be to maybe open my own studio & gallery space. I’ve seen one in Clontarf & it just looks 
amazing. 
 
The course is fun, energetic, and interesting too. I’ve learned so many thing’s already. 
 
Amy Goldsmith 
 
My name is Amy Goldsmith and I’m currently on the photography course in Colaiste Dhulaigh, I’ve been interested in 
photography for about 4 years now. I’m on level 6 right now but I’m hoping next year to move on to the level 8.  
 
I really enjoy my photography & at the moment am enjoying shooting all types of images, just learning everything I 
can, lately though I have begun to really enjoy shooting portraits so I may focus in a little more on that.  
 
The course here is really good, I’ve learned a lot more this year than I probably have before now. I’m working really 
hard, learning more about the studio especially, I really needed to learn more in that area & It’s been great to get the 
time in there. 
 
I used to do a lot of still life but my focus this year as I said has moved more to portraits, so concentrating on lighting 
setups and playing with them. 
 
My dream job would be to travel with my photography, I’m not sure weather I want to work with magazines or 
whatever but I really want to travel. 
 
I think this course has definitely given me a better chance of making the next step into a higher level in college than I 
did before. I’ve learned a lot more here & my portfolio is of a much higher standard now because of it. 
 
One thing to kate with me into business…?? I think setting up the exhibition, we also get to work in groups which is 
great. But in terms of the exhibition we had to design posters and stuff like that and that helped, you have to learn to 
get yourself out there and publicise your work & having to do that really helped me for preparing to move into 
business. 
 
One or two words…?? It’s very good for helping you narrow into what ever area you want to work in, digital 
photography or documentary, the classes are really good. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
My name is George ……..I am the founder of Fumbally Exchange which is a social enterprise group & president of 
the IDI and I’m an architect.  I’m here today to talk to you a little bit about social enterprise & what it’s like to start a 
business in the design environment. I’m sure all of you will want to move on to a career in the the design & creative 
environment whether it be as an employee & PAYE worker which I worked a for many many years, or as someone 
who forges their own path. So this question of who are you that you get whenever you stand up to talk in front of a 
group of people, I keep saying “I’m not the same person who got up this morning & I won’t be the same when I 
go to bed later tonight.” It’s all a bit Alice in wonderland as a concept. 
 
Identity is a matter of evolution and being creative & connected to that on a  
Personal level is something not many people subscribe to. An awful lot of people think you are who you are and 
there’s all sorts of tests and horoscopes & matrices to tell you you’re this kind or that kind of person. It’s all bullshit, 
basically who you are is always in flux & who you are is always in your power.  It’s not very easy to explain that, I 
have this little mantra that says you can’t explain it to anyone on the outside, and you can’t understand it as someone 
on the outside looking in, but that doesn’t mean it isn’t true. 
 
So as I said, I’m the founder of Fumbally Exchange and there have been a lot of things written about me but mainly I 
have always had an affinity with the board game Dungeons & Dragons where you're not good or bad but sort of 
neutral and you're not orderly, you’re somewhat chaotic. So I pass in the middle of everything, I think that's how I 
ended up who I am. 
 
So fundamentally I’m an architect, I went to architecture school back in the 80’s, it’s a really long time ago. I got a job 
really quickly & climbed my way up the ladder becoming ass dir in one of the largest practices in Ireland. 
 
Shortly after having my 2nd kid they told us they were going out of business. My husband worked there, we had tried 
to sell our apartment to buy a house, people who lived in our apartment also worked there. It was like the ultimate all 
eggs in one basket and all the eggs were broken. 
 
So I started my own practice which was a hell of a rollercoaster ride, and I had a feeling of complete & utter 
loneliness because I had always worked in a big room with loads of people. Most of the stuff I used to do was pretty 
big scale & I didn't want to move down in scale to doing house extensions like everyone else, I wanted to stay on the 
big jobs doing strategic vision &  planning & using my imagination. That was the main thrust of my business. We were 
big award winners last year and we’re really enjoying where we are. 
 
The IDI is the representative body for all the creative people in Ireland so we’ve spent a lot of time this year writing a 
constitution, getting it incorporated and pulling it all together. It’s all really boring, getting your business registered and 
all that kind of stuff but believe me, those are the foundations on which everything evolves. Once you have that 
groundwork done it all becomes really easy after that. 
 
Fumbally exchange came about in one of my quiet moments doing architecture, I asked the owner of the building I 
had designed if I could have a room there and he said I could have any room. I wanted a room for a lot of people who 
might be setting up or restructuring so he offered me the room for free. I didn’t want to take it for free because we’d all 
just sit around drinking coffee and bitching about how bad the world was. So we settled on a price and he said if I 
could get the space half full for a year he would let me run the project for 3 years. Within 3 weeks we were full. 
 
Fumbally Exchange is essentially a group, we go out and find work or we make work, and we try to make a 
difference. 
 
 
One of the things I have learned along the way is that the attitude we were brought up with, that the more you put into 
life, and the more you head in one direction, the better things will get. But it seemed to me that this kind of thinking is 
what got us to where we are now in society, it has taken us to a kind of isolationism. So what I’ve discovered is that 
it’s the interconnectivity between things and people and between organisms is the magic where everything happens. 
This is something we have known for a very long time, that kind of fundamental root value, like tribalism or the 
extended family but it got corrupted a little when it got encapsulated into formal institutions like government and 



churches and armies. Since then it has become the powerhouse that runs the world which is the corporate trading or 
international banking and multinational community. 
 
So we’re trying to break out of that and find ways at grassroots level to find the connection between people, creative 
process’ and human principles. It’s all a little lofty sure but that's my kind of overarching aim. 
One of the first recent steps was when the Nintendo Wii came out it was with a recognition that people didn’t want to 
sit in a garage playing a game, they wanted to connect, to get together, so this was the first play platform since the 
board game that actually brought people together in one room to do one recreational thing. Very clever.  
 
11.00 
We’ve tried to move away from that kind of tribalism that has pervaded society, that sense of us, because it’s 
suggestive of a sense of others, it suggests that there's a kind of circle and you're in it but others are not. It’s a bit like 
Lost. 
 
All  through history there are these examples of people who band together at certain levels of society to do something 
chaotic but it’s right, it has a moral code or moral focus, and it’s disruptive and it makes people think, and it’s 
provocative. There's a lot more people out there doing this other than me and I think that's a marvelous thing. 
13.00 
So I’ll talk a little bit about social enterprise. Business is a system and has become kind of inflated, egotistical and in 
many ways corrupted. Social enterprise is something that works of impact instead of profit. All business has one goal, 
no matter how they talk about their values or moral system, the fact is there are only two types of business, those for 
profit and those not for profit. If you’re in business for profit then your responsibilities are to your stakeholders and 
make sure they make money. And basically I thought that sucks, so we went the not for profit route. This means that 
any money you get goes back into the business and the business is focused on some kind of objective. It’s not 
always being heroic or a messiah but it’s about fixing things that have been broken and that kind of stuff. 
 
This kind of thing is quite common across the world and through history. People who are at grassroots level tend to 
be people who see what's going on around them and invent solutions to problems that other people can’t fix so in that 
sense I think it’s social evolution that drives civilisation.  
 
1850 
The reason to get involved in social enterprise is that it’s so easy to get disillusioned with everything that goes on in 
the world, cynicism is rife. For the millennial generation  it’s about searching for meaning, it’s about thinking big and 
having epiphanies. The way a social enterprise works is that you start with a problem, a problem is something that 
you obviously can’t bear, you need to get involved and you need to fix it, and somehow you come up with a solution. 
But how do you capture this thing, make this impact and get people excited in and to invest in if there's no big return 
in it for them. I always explain it like a cup of coffee and what that experience feels like. You’re not paying for the 
coffee in the cup, you’re paying for the smell in your favorite coffee shop, the sound of the beans being ground and 
the whole experience and the feeling you are left with. 
 
The other thing about social impact is that really, all business should be like this, if conventional business were to be 
honest they are trying to mine the community for information about what they really want so they can make lots of 
money, and if it wants to hold it’s head up in society it would also be looking at ways of giving back by setting up a 
foundation and this foundation starts projects that invest in the community.  
 
Why do I think you should start a social enterprise is that life is too short  not to do something that matters. All around 
you there are opportunities. Freedom is a state of mind, what you do with your future is up to you. You hold the pen 
that writes the story, you decide whether you stay in a cage or write your own journey. 
 
2240 
 
 
 
Horticulture 
 
Barry Dornan, I started the course to be able to go into ground maintenance, for estates and things like that. 



 
Tommy Kennedy, I would love to get into maintenance. I’m a mature student so at my stage I don’t think I’d be able to 
do the landscaping side of things, you need to be fairly fit for that kind of thing. 
 
Brian Hearty, I’m doing the QQI Level 5 Horticulture. The reason I chose to come on this course was because I have 
an interest in a community garden in Santry, we have 4 and a half acres that we are restoring back to how it was in 
the 1800’s. We’ve had a few lads come up & through that experience I have now made it onto the committee. I find it 
very interesting, there are so many different aspects to horticulture and gardening that you can just dive straight in. 
 
We are always trying to encourage new members to come up & join and just by being exposed to the experience of 
others you can learn so much. I’ve learned so much on the course here, when I was up in the garden it’s only the 
general terms of things, you learn when to dig and when to divide, but now I’ve learned the science of things like how 
to compost, what to compost, the types of soil, the course is really informative and I’ve really enjoyed it. 
 
Stephen Kinsella, I started horticulture because I wanted to get away from what I was doing which was warehousing 
& computer repairs for nearly 16 years, and this was something totally different.  
 
I would love to get into the landscaping side of things with the possibility of getting out and starting my own company. 
I think, with a little added business knowledge, this course has prepared us to do that very well. 
 
Gregory Joyce. I’m doing this course because I’ve always enjoyed doing work outside, I’d love to go into the 
maintenance side of things. 
 
Brian Devet. I’ve always had an interest in horticulture and I started this course to learn a bit more about the field. I’d 
like to get work in horticulture after I finish up, the course is very good in that they focus on communications as well 
so giving you the opportunity to talk on camera and in front of other people which is really hard for some people. I 
does help to improve your confidence. 
 
 
What did you guys do before starting the course. 
Barry:  I worked in the insurance industry for over 10 years and, like stephen here, I wanted to make a change and 
get out working outdoors, and this was the ideal thing to do. 
 
Before your work in warehousing and computers Stephen, did you have an interest in this field.? 
I did yeah, I have an elderly aunt and I would always be doing her garden for her. She had her garden redone about 2 
years ago and the guy did an amazing job for her and made it much more accessible for her and easier to manage. 
 
What's the toughest part of the course.? 
 
All: The science, definitely. Barry: The genetics is really interesting but hard work. BrianH: Trying to understand the 
language of the field that the tutors use, and having to deal with the briefs. Barry: Having to write the explanations of 
the genetic side of things, so you might have 2 different colours of a plant and explaining why it would come out a 
certain type of colour and changing down through the generations. BrianD: There is a formula for working it out now 
but it’s hard work otherwise. BrianH: It’s big pea, little pea. It’s fascinating, but deep. 
 
So how do you apply all that to design.? Do you get involved with the design side of the field.? 
Barry: Of course yeah, it’s part of the course that we do. Stephen: We have plots on the campus that we would have 
to break down, then design a layout that would be suitable, it could be your own back garden at home.  
 
BrianH: We wouldn’t be applying our genetics learning to that now, we would already know if a plant was going to 
turn out a yellow, purple or a blue, but if we were doing genetics we would have to conduct experiments to work out 
the colours. That’s already done for most people nowadays. 
 
Would you recommend the course to anyone who had an interest in the field. 
All: We would, definitely. Thomas: Definitely yeah, because you’re learning something new every day and you have 
regular field trips to visit sites, we’re off later today to visit Croke Park to do a tour and speak with the groundsmen 



about looking after the grass which takes a beating every weekend. When you go to these places there’s always the 
historical aspect to the buildings to take in. I was working in St. Josephs Hospital in Edenmore last week and all the 
history there is great. I heard about all the buildings that were built around the gardens there, and that the people who 
build it also build the famous cottages in Raheny too. Places too like Ardgillan Castle are fantastic, it all tremendous 
stuff to learn, especially the history and the bit of Lattan, you’d almost count getting anything after all that a bonus. 
 
Would you take into account the historical context of the buildings when you design a garden.? 
All: Yeah, we would, you’d have to. BrianH: You have to be sympathetic to the surroundings. Barry: You can do 
herritage planting as well for something like an old house. So for something like what Brian is doing in Santry 
community garden where you have the plans then you can herritage plant and have the same plants growing that you 
would have had growing 200 years ago in the 18oo’s.  
Thomas: We went to the Botanic gardens, I had gone there with my father years ago but when tutors bring you then 
it’s a totally different experience, you can really appreciate the work that goes on, what's being planted and that. They 
have the extensive seed back there which is wonderful. 
 
So on your trip to Croke Park, you’ll be talking about the synthetic mix in the grass I take it.? 
Brian: Yeah, they were the first to use that technology. Barry: The science behind it as well, how to have the pitch 
looking picture perfect every time, all year round. Thomas: When you think of how technology has moved on, QPR 
football club had the first synthetic pitch which was totally plastic. They had to rip it up and replant with something 
better. 
 
It’s obvious that Horticulture is more than just gardening, the science and technology that is involved in so many 
areas now is just amazing. 
 
 
 
Hairdressing. 
Jemma O’Connor 
Fatima 
Nadine Conners 
Nicole Fitzpatrick 
 
I’m Jemma O’Connor, before starting this course I was studying business but I absolutely hated it, I wasn’t sure what 
I wanted to do. I decided to come here and do the hairdressing course before just running into a salon starting an 
apprenticeship just in case I didn’t like what I was doing. When I started it though I really loved it, so I’m hoping that 
when I finish up the course in June and get all my exams I can get an apprenticeship.  
 
Are you happy you made the change.? 
Delighted. Yeah absolutely. I was really unhappy in business but now I have loads of good friends and it’s a lot easier 
to do something that you really like, it’s more like a hobby than a job. 
 
My name is Fatima, I’m a mature student, originally from Morocco but I’ve lived here since 1994, I used to be a sports 
healthcare worker before I started here but it has been a dream of mine to do hairdressing since I was very young. I 
hope to open my own business when I finish my course, either here or back home in Morocco.  
 
My name is Nadine, before I came to the college I was a full time Mammy, not an easy job when you’re trying to get 
assignments done, but I’m really enjoying my course. Like Jemma I want to get my apprenticeship after I finish up 
and work in a salon.  
 
Do you think the course helps prepare you for that.? 
I really do, I think it’s made really easy and they guide you in the right direction for whatever you want to do. 
 
My names Nicole and I’m from Dundalk. I started the course when I finished school at 18, I came here because it was 
the best option out of all the courses I looked at. I was prepared to travel to do the right course rather than settle for 
one just because it was closer to me. 
 



Were you right.? 
I was, yeah. I think it’s like, with other courses I don’t think you’d get where we are now, it’s just more and more 
course work. But with Catherine here we get a chance to do a lot of practical work. That’s what I like. 
 
Jemma: I think it’s even the classes we’re so close and that helps so much because if someone is struggling then 
we’re all struggling, we all learn the same and we all help each other out. Studying business, you go in to a classroom 
but everyone learns differently where as here most of us a visual learners.  
 
Fatima: Catherine is very good too, she keeps a close eye on us and helps us out when we need it, she’s very good. 
 
Jemma: That makes it 10 time easier as well, you go into a room and you have all your friends, and if you don’t 
understand something Catherine is there to help you out, nothing is a big deal for her. 
 
Whats the hardest part of the course. 
All: The exams !!! Fatima: I think that when you have an exam you get yourself into a bit of a panic before hand with 
the uncertainty. 
 
Thinking about your last exam then, do you think you were right to panic or do you think you were prepared enough 
for it. 
Jemma: I think I work better under pressure, I would be panicking the night before and rushing to prepare but after 
the exam I would be happy that I had panicked a little bit. 
 
If you were to come back in 5 years time, what advice would you give to anyone planning to do this course. 
Nadine: Enjoy it. All: Yeah, you have to enjoy the course, it’s a really good course. 
 
Jemma: I’d definitely advise them to do the junior trade exam, me and Nicole do the junior trade and we think its such 
a great stepping stone for your apprenticeship. When you come out of college you have your certificate and you then 
have something extra to add to your CV, and employers appreciate that you have been trying hard and have that one 
step further. A lot of what you learn in Junior trade you learn in class, so they kind of go together, it’s easier to learn in 
one class and do it in a practical sense in another, it really balances out. We’d definitely recommend it. 
 
Do you think it would be a good idea to collaborate with another course across the college.? 
Jemma: Definitely, we’d really love that. So with the theatre students, even if we helped out with their hair and 
makeup  because we do makeup on our course also, so if there was a show we could do the styling and maybe the 
guys from media could record it and we’ would get to collaborate as a team. 
 
 
Theatre 
 
Malvina 
Theatre rather than movies. Performed in poland at regular drama festivals. A social event but I’m stul very proud of 
it. At first I thought it was going to be just performing which is what I wanted originally, but actually it turned out to be 
so much more. They show you behind stage & how everything works. We get to do stage managing & lighting. All the 
shows we do are produced by ourselves, we do lights, sound, set design everyone is doing something but we get to 
interact with professionals who come in as well but we get to experience what theatre life is actually like. 
 
 
 
Choose again..? I would choose this course again, after this course I have actually gotten interested in lighting & 
lighting design. 
 
Advice. It’s more written work than you expect. We still have a lot of fun, we don't sit in class all the time but we still 
have to write about what we’re doing. 
 
Mathilde 



I’d directing in one of the pieces & acting in 2 other pieces later this week. I get to do a lot of things, lighting, directing, 
producing, it’s lots of fun. This week in one role I’m playing a crazy 70 year old woman and in the other I play a 
prostitute. Theyre great roles and lots of fun with make up etc, but they come one after the other so it’s important I 
don’t get my lines wrong. 
 
Before I came here I did fashion & design in the Netherlands, I was lucky enough to be able to work at the Paris 
Fashion  week which can be a lot of pressure. I do some costume design for film or theatre or what ever productions I 
can get really. 
 
So you’ll be used to the pressure then.? 
Well I’m doing a lot here that I have no previous experience with, for instance I’m doing sound design and thats a lot 
of pressure but I’m learning a lot. 
 
Do you think your course has prepared you for moving in to industry..? 
Oh definitely, I had hoped to go straight to Trinity to study but having done this course now I’m so glad I came here 
first. We have covered all aspects of the industry and I know now how to work with other people and know what 
they’re doing. Communication too has been so important, they teach you to be a professional in a theatre 
environment. If I apply for Trinity now I think I’ll be very well prepared. 
 
5 years. 
Don’t treat the course as a way to get points or to put on your cv, get as much work experience as you can, even if 
you’ve never done it before just do it, get what you can. There are a load of opportunities out there just grab them. 
 
 
Alumni 
Fiona Keller. I studied Theatre in Collaiste Dhulaigh a number of years ago but the course is so different now from 
when I was there. 
 
Did the course then prepare you for industry. Yeah, kind of. I’m doing stage management now but there was no stage 
management on the course when I did it but it was good training for what is out there, and I think what the tutor Marie 
is doing with the students is definitely on the right track. 
 
Have the changes in the course improved how the students are prepared for industry.? 
Yeah definitely,  
Simon 
I think it’s more a case of the course teaching the guys what’s expected of “them” by industry, rather than to expect 
what they will get out of it.  
 
Fiona and I are working with a small number of the students who are interested in our side of the industry such as the 
sound & lighting for me and stage management and staging with fiona.  
 
 Advice - Both: Don’t be an asshole, Learn how to interact with people in the industry correctly. It’s interesting, you get 
to work with a lot of people who might be a little strange or creative and you’re not working in a normal 9-5, you’re 
working 10-10 with a group of people who are trying to create something great. Just be a nice person, just be sound. 
 
 
Simon Burke 
I’ve worked with Marie for a long time. I work for myself on about 3 or 4 gigs a year and for various companies. I work 
on a number of things, lighting, staging, that kind of thing.  
 
 
Issabelle Murphy 
I am currently about to go on stage on a show that I had a very very small part in writing & directing so I’m really 
excited. I’ve directed a show last year, the Regina Monologues, which was great, it oas an hour and a hald long 
though so it was a bit tricky, but this is the first one I’ve had a small part in writing. 
 



Before I came here I did my FETAC in Marino College, I’ve been here for 2 years now. I always had an interest in 
acting, my dad was an actor, and my sister is interested too. I played some parts in school, one of my first parts was 
to play the part of a gay man, which was really interesting and probably a little outside the normal parts for a 15 year 
old girl but it was fun. One of the teachers then spoke to me about maybe thinking about giving acting some serious 
thought, so that was it for me.  
Before I came here I studied in Marino college which was a good college but in comparison to here it was a little one 
dimensional and narrow in what it focused on. The tutor was really good but was always busy because she was the 
only one, so when she had to head off to do something else I would say “Ok, let’s try this scene a little differently” so 
that was when I realised I wanted to get into directing rather than just acting. Sometimes you just have to take 
responsibility for what you’re doing, and take charge of yourself. 
 
In Collaiste Dhulaigh you get to experience all aspects of the field from history and acting to lighting, sound, 
producing & directing. You get a much more comprehensive experience here, which is great because there can be a 
sort of hierarchy in theatre but getting a chance to see how much work goes into a production and seeing how hard 
other people work in different roles, you’re never going to get too big a head. 
 
It’s been great to experience the acting side but I’ve been able to try new things and see that my heart is now firmly 
set on directing. 
 
Prepared for industry. 
Yeah, definitely. I think it helps that the tutor has such a good connection with the industry, not only are you being 
prepared for how the industry works from the inside, you also have the opportunity of getting a call to work on some 
productions if a place opens up. So the industry link is crucial. 
 
5 years time 
You get out what you put in. A number of people on the course when asked to do something new would jump at the 
chance, they wouldn’t have a clue what they are doing but they are willing to learn so they pick up the new skills and 
experiences. So I’d say, even if you don’t know it, take every opportunity to gain experience. Just do it. 
 
 
Marie Tierney. 
This is a pretty comprehensive course because they get to do everything, writing, acting, directing, sound, set design 
and lighting. So they get to see if they have a skill in a particular area. 
 
Every year we get a number of people who get employment as a direct result of this festival so it’s quite important. 
We have students in the Gaiety & the Abbey and places like that. It’s not a huge industry but a lot of what they do 
here they can use, they have a lot of transferable skills. They can work in film or theatre or even event management. 
A lot of them find that they're very good in a situation where they have to deal with people so in the hospitality 
industry they might find they are very good at talking in front of a large group of people.  
 
We take a rather holistic approach to this course, the HND course has 3 different strands to it, there is a productions 
part to it, a performance strand and then a bit in the middle which is a bit of both which is what we do. My own 
background in the industry would be design & production so I would have very firm roots still in the industry and in 
film. 
 
We’re trying to promote more connections with the journalism & film courses and the theatre students. My this is that 
they get a lot of industry style experience going into real theatres, seeing how actual performances work from the 
very beginning right to the end of the performance and bringing industry people like Fiona & Simon into the mix 
certainly  helps. 
 
We try to give the guys a lot of different experiences, we’re doing a thing this year called the Medieval Fayre which 
will hopefully be held in the car park, this would be a very different style of theatre where they have to deal with 
possible weather issues, crowd management, and how to deal with the fact that there is nothing to contain sound, 
how do  you make the sound work for you. 
 



We also do a small show in the Helix in November where a lot of them get exposed for the first time to a real theatre 
environment. That kind of exposure, and being exposed to people who are working in the industry is hugely 
important, there’s no substitute for it. I mean, you could spend your whole life in the classroom but 1 hour in a theatre 
environment could give you more. When we do things like this here in the Sean O’Cassey theatre, all the things 
we’ve taught them in class, suddenly they can see a context and understand how it fits and how the industry works.  
 
What do you think could be done to improve their chances. 
Perhaps exposure to the newer technology, one of the things they’re doing in here, they’re working on a very 
advanced lighting board that a friend of mine has kindly lent us, there’s only about 3 of these in Ireland so they’re 
getting exposed to and learning that now. So I’m hoping to get a package called a Nomad which is a program you 
place on a laptop so that you would pay for that and a good laptop but not have to spend 10 grand on a lighting board 
and that can be done cheaply enough.  
 
But getting them time in a theatre environment and using equipment is important, getting a chance to learn things like 
Qlab and such. We have a small theatre in Kilbarack and even places like the Sean O’Cassey which wouldn’t be very 
advanced, forces them to bring things in and be creative about how the solve problems with AV etc. Problem solving 
is a huge part of a production. It’s very hard to not interfere, it’s very hard, but I try to leave them at it when they say “I 
don’t know what to do..” but they go away and work it out themselves and at the very least when they see it being 
solved in context they understand that this is how it works. How else could the college help….?? Build us a theatre 
perhaps….?? Failing that through the college is very supportive of everything we try to do, perhaps if they could 
provide a few more hours in the week, it’s very hard to get everything done in the time we have but unfortunately 
there has to be a set amount of time given over to rehearsal period and production period before you walk out onto 
the stage. You can’t just click your fingers and it happens, so there’s not a lot you can do about that. We are looking 
at ways of incorporating classroom learning into a professional environment which means they’re getting more 
contexture.  
 
 

Karen Rooney 
Level 7 graphic design - I was originally here on this course about 10 years ago but I got a job I 
left the course. That job went bust to I came back to finish the course. 
 
Have you always been interested in graphic design. Yeah I have, I’ve always been interested in 
design and art. Back then I was very interested in street art, graffiti kind of thing just not on 
walls. I was very interested in the style of street art, putting it on paper or material as well as 
walls - legally of course. Mainly paper though because I think you have to be super tallented to 
have the confidence to do an artwork on a wall out of a can, but I liked the style. 
 
I love to do portraits but they take a long time and you just don’t get the time when you’re putting 
so much into your course work.  
 
Has that interest fed into the work you’re doing now.? Now I’m mad into typography, I love it. I’d 
really love to do something with typography. Coming up in the summer I have a project I’m 
developing which is hand lettered wedding gifts. I recently got myself a whole new set of 
calligraphy pens and am totally enjoying getting into lettering. I’m designing a whole set of 
wedding invitations for a client at the moment. It’s a lot of work, and a lot of pressure, but it’s 
different to your typical wedding product. It’s very rewarding though when you love doing it. 
 
I have a number of other projects I’m working on and I’ll be giving them a twist of my own sense 
of humor which is not to everyone’s liking. When you’re in college it’s not always easy to give 



something that edgy humor, people don't always get it, but over the summer I’m going to be 
spending the time kind of finding myself and work on the projects that I want to do. 
 
Did the course give you that love of typography.? Yeah, I think so. I’m always doodling, always 
writing my name and bits. When I came back, there was more focus on the digital arts and I’m 
enjoying that, I’ll be hoping to learn a bit more about that side of things over the summer too.  
 
It’s not always possible to concentrate on one thing in college because you’re given briefs and 
deadlines so you don’t really get the chance to find yourself. Within the briefs you do sometimes 
find your strong points and talents and you get to express yourself a bit. It starts to sink in too, 
last year I hated the web design & really struggled a bit but this year I flew through it. It’s hard to 
know where you’re strong, you can’t call it. 
 
So have you thought about what’s next for you ? I hadn't a clue what I wanted to do so I didn’t 
apply for any of the colleges. What I plan to do is to get experience in the printing industry for a 
few years because there’s so much to learn there. I love printing and would love to learn 
everything I can about it. 
 
I think I would actually like to keep exploring the web design side of things also. It’s only been 
this year that I’ve started to enjoy it. I think it’s important too when you find a lecturer who you 
can connect with and understand the problems they’re presenting better, it makes it easier and 
more enjoyable. The style of web design we’re doing this year is more to my style I think. 
 
Advice - Bring your lunch with you. Seriously though, enjoy it, but take it all in. As tough as this 
course is, it’s kind of like leaving secondary school all over again, when you leave here it’s a 
degree or masters or it’s get a job so enjoy it while you have but get the work done. 
 
Would you do it again? In a heartbeat, if I could do it with the same people again, in a flash. I 
really wish there was a degree course here, I’d definitely stay and do the degree course here. 
 
 
 

 

Kathleen Chambers 
I did a bit of web design and I also did an internship with a EPIC (Empowering People In Care), 
a charity that works with young people in care, they were offering a course in web design, that 
was in about 2009.  
Have you done a lot of charity work - I have, I try to do as much as I can. I started doing graphic 
design for EPIC the year before I started college. They had their first conference and I designed 
their conference materials for them. So that was their conference pack’s, leaflets, posters and 
other images, digital infographics and advertisements. This was all before I started studying 
design formally, I was tired with where my career was going and decided to go do something I 
really wanted to do which was graphic design. 
 



When I was in school I had the choice of doing either music or art which was a tough choice. I 
tried so hard to get into the art course but they wouldn’t allow me to do both. I have such a 
passion for music but really wanted to follow my art dream too, but I had to choose. I was told I 
could do art but I would have to give up music. I couldn’t give up music. 
 
In my spare time I used to draw a lot of stuff, I used to like drawing Disney images, but this 
didn’t help me in being an artist. So I haddn’t found my style yet, I haddn’t found my line, with 
graphic design though you don’t have to have a line as such you can do so many things. You 
don’t have to be able to draw to be a graphic designer. 
 
Has the course concentrated your mind any. Yeah, before I knew what I really liked I knew I 
loved layouts and advertising, but I didn’t realise how much I’d really come to love Typography, I 
wish we had focused a bit more on it, different styles and that, Helvetica, serif and sans serif 
fonts etc. But it would have been great of we could have looked at how other countries have 
their own font identities like Britton has its own very particular font, Ireland has it’s own. I’d like to 
explore for example how Spain expresses it’s identity through typography. 
 
What's next for you. I hope to go further to either DIT or NCAD, I obviously want to work with a 
graphic design company but I would also really like to keep working with charities. I think there 
are a lot of people out there who do really great work and have great ideas but don’t have a way 
to communicate it correctly. As a graphic designer we know the value of the look of something, 
It’s what entices & encourages people. SO I’d love to find those people who are doing really 
good work and help them promote what they’re doing so they can get the funding they need to 
keep doing that work and do it on a larger scale. I don’t think this world can work without people 
helping each other, it’s not all about the money. 
 
5 years - Don’t waste your time, have fun of course but put your head down and get the work 
done. But if there's something that’s in your heart, you’ll go to a lecturer and present your idea 
they will make you consider it from all angles but you need to know in yourself your going to say 
what it is you want to say so stay focused. Take all the feedback onboard and do listen but stay 
focused, don’t get distracted by what you think others might think about your work. 
 


